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Dear Sir: 



In response to the Office Letter mailed on 09/20/2004, please amend the application as 
follows. 
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Introductory Comments 

Independent Claims 1, 6, 9, 12, and 16 were amended to better distinguish the invention 
over the prior art. Dependent Claims 2 and 3 were amended to comply with amended 
Claim 1. 

The objection to Dependent Claims 14 and 15 is noted. Thus, Independent Claim 12 was 
amended to include the limitation of a multi-channel detector_recited in Claims 14 and 
15. Claims 14 and 15 were amended to comply with amended claim 12. 



